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Time was when a flat roof was considered bad news. But times have changed.  

As we showed in our recent blog, a flat roof extension can add space, light and most 

importantly value to your rental properties. And using modern materials, the flat roof 

itself can have a lifespan of up to 20 or 30 years – but only if it’s maintained properly.

Like any other aspect of a building, if you wait 
for things to go wrong it can cost a lot more than 
preventing the problem in the first place. With a 
flat roof, that usually means keeping it watertight; if 
water gets into the flat roof structure, it can cause 
everything from damp and musty smells to extensive 
leak damage that will impact the property’s value. 

As a landlord, you also have a legal responsibility to 
keep your tenant’s home in a good state of repair – 
and if water ingress puts their health and safety at 
risk, you could even face fines and legal action if you 
don’t make repairs quickly. That’s why good flat roof 
maintenance really matters.

PLANNED PREVENTION VS 
REACTIVE REPAIRS

https://dakea.co.uk/on-the-house/flat-roof-extensions/


THE BENEFITS OF REGULAR MAINTENANCE

Prolong the roof’s lifespan:  regular inspections and maintenance can  
significantly extend the life of your roof 

Prevent expensive damage: finding cracks, tears or pooling water early  
enables less expensive repairs and prevents water ingress that can cause rot, 
mould and, eventually, leaks 

Protect tenants and contents: maintaining your flat roof protects the  
building’s interior from water damage, leaks and other issues 

Maintain energy efficiency: a watertight roof means its insulation can  
work as it should, improving energy efficiency and performance

Keep warranties valid: in many cases, regular maintenance is needed  
to comply with any roof warranties

Preserve property value: a well-maintained roof not only looks good,  
but sustains the value of the property

A lot of the regular maintenance items you might well be able to carry out yourself, while others will need 
professional help. Plan to carry out inspections and checks at least twice a year, preferably in spring and  
autumn, and also after severe weather. 

A SIMPLE CHECKLIST

Inspect the roof surface and check for cracks, blisters or other damage,  
and look for signs of pooled water 

Check for bare patches, and make sure the seams in the covering  
material and any edge trims are in good condition

Clear debris, including leaves, branches and anything else that can trap moisture 

Clean drainage systems, making sure gutters, downpipes and drains  
are clear of blockages to prevent water from pooling 

Check flashing and seals around edges, vents, chimneys and skylights  
for gaps or loose fittings – and make sure seals are intact and watertight

Inspect wood for pests and decay, and check paint on metal parts for wear and tear

Apply protective coatings – some older materials like felt may need  
resealing every few years to maintain weatherproofing 

Check and clean any roof windows to maintain maximum light inside,  
and make sure the flashings are watertight

Keep a record of any inspections and maintenance work, as it may be  
helpful if you have to claim against a warranty or insurance



If you’ve already noticed visible damage or water  
ingress, or you’ve found cracks or blisters that are too  
big to be repaired using a roof sealant, you may need to 
call in a surveyor if it’s not clear what the problem is, 
or professional roofing contractors if it’s obvious. 

As always, get more than one quote, and make sure 
they’re a specialist in flat roofs. 

NEED PROFESSIONAL HELP?

PLAN LONG-TERM

Keeping up-to-date with flat roof maintenance can really pay dividends in prolonging its life – especially if you  
plan ahead. Schedule professional inspections – they’ll know what to look for and be able to spot issues before they  
become too damaging – and budget for repairs and upkeep so you can have work carried out quickly if necessary. 
Also consider adding extra protective or reflective coatings to help keep your roof in good shape.

LOW MAINTENANCE  
ROOF WINDOWS
Many flat roof extensions feature roof windows to create 
a more pleasant environment inside – such as Dakea’s 
Azure range. The Azure Fixed and Flat are energy-
saving roof windows with toughened external glass 
giving a lifetime guarantee against hail damage; the 
Azure Electric model adds powered opening up to 20cm, 
with an integrated rain sensor to close it automatically 
at the first sign of bad weather. Both models have been 
designed to keep maintenance to an absolute minimum.

https://dakea.co.uk/products/roof-windows/azure-fixed/
https://dakea.co.uk/products/roof-windows/azure-electric/


KEY TAKE OUTS A well-maintained flat roof can last up to 20-30 years

Regular checks and inspections are essential  

– at least twice a year

Inspect the roof surface for cracks, blisters and other damage

Look for signs of pooled water

Clear debris such as leaves, twigs, branches and moss  

that can trap moisture

Clear gutters and drainage features so they flow  

smoothly with no blockages

Check flashings and seals are undamaged and watertight

Check and clean roof windows

Call in professional help at the first sign of any problems

Plan and budget long-term to extend the life of your flat roof

The right choice of roof windows helps to minimise maintenance
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REQUEST A QUOTE NOW

INTERESTED IN TRYING DAKEA PRODUCTS? 

IN CONCLUSION

A flat roof extension is a solid investment, adding useful extra space and a light and airy feel (especially when fitted  
with Dakea roof windows!). And it also adds value to the property – and maintaining that value is relatively simple,  
with regular checks and inspections being essential.
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