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Modern life is rooted in rapidly-advancing technology. Even our homes 
have been transformed, with the advent of an array of smart technology 
from clever lighting to voice assistants such as Alexa. 

But does such high-tech have a place in rental properties? From many landlords, 
the answer would be a resounding ‘yes’, and you’ll see why later in the article.

But first, here are our top six smart 
devices that any landlord could 
consider for their rental properties.

�Remote management: You can give access for maintenance remotely, 
monitor property conditions, and check on vacant properties without having 
to visit 

�Increased security: Smart locks, video doorbells and cameras deter  
break-ins, reducing the risk of damage and potentially lowering your 
insurance premiums 

Energy efficiency: Smart thermostats and meters help reduce bills for  
both the landlord and the tenant, especially important if they’re included  
in the rent

Better tenant retention: Properties with smart features are more desirable 
to tenants, meaning they’ll stay longer, reducing vacancy periods 

Preventative maintenance: Smart detectors for smoke or water leaks can 
alert you to problems before they cause serious damage

Convenience: Keyless entry with smart locks makes access easier, 
especially for short-term rentals where keys can easily be lost 

Comfort: Smart thermostats allow more control and scheduling for added 
comfort and reduced bills 

�Security: Features like video doorbells and security cameras provide safety 
and security for greater peace of mind 

Energy savings: Tenants can monitor and control their energy usage, 
helping to lower bills 

Alongside smart locks, it’s worth adding other modern security tech such as smart exterior lights that 
can be switched on and off remotely, video doorbells that stream live video to your phone and can be 

answered remotely for deliveries, and even CCTV cameras. As well as being desirable to tenants,  
it means your property is more secure even when it’s unoccupied.

Whether your rental property is let long-term or short-term, smart technology  
not only improves life for tenants, but makes your life easier too.

Benefits for landlords

Benefits for tenants

Hardwired or battery-powered, these work just like 
a traditional alarm but send notifications to your or 
your tenants’ phones – which means whether your 
property’s occupied or not, you can respond to an 
emergency as quickly as possible.   

Smart meters accurately read gas and electricity 
usage in your property, making bills more accurate 
and giving you up to date information if you include 
bills in your rent. Better still, if you haven’t yet 
switched, most energy suppliers will fit one for free.

These should be placed in areas where there’s a risk of a water leak – such as under sinks, near 
dishwashers and washing machines or near sump pumps. If there’s a leak, they alert your phone so you 
can take action to minimise damage to your property.

Being able to control the temperature of heating remotely can be a boon for both tenants and landlords, 
making the property more comfortable and energy-efficient. And if a property’s unoccupied it allows you 
to avoid frozen pipes - even if you’re miles away.

These replace traditional locks with a code, fingerprint or voice recognition, to give keyless access  
– so no more issues with lost keys. If there’s a change of tenant you can simply change the code rather 

than the locks, and some allow you to open locks remotely to allow workmen in, for example.

As you can see, smart technology can really transform life  
not just for tenants, but for landlords. But if you’re thinking  
of adding smart technology to your properties, there are one  
or two things to consider.

Firstly, while many of the smart features we’ve highlighted 
are surprisingly affordable, there are upfront installation costs 
involved and possibly monthly subscriptions. Cameras and 
monitoring systems could lead to privacy concerns too, so you 
should clearly state how you plan to use your smart home devices 
in your tenancy agreement. And finally, any smart technology 
relies on having strong, reliable Wi-Fi – so you may need to 
upgrade your internet connections to cope.

The smart technology we’ve highlighted are 
fast becoming a must-have for many rental 
properties. But of course, there are many more 
options that can make life easier, and make your 
property even more desirable.

How about smart LED lighting inside and out, 
that can change the mood in an instant? Or 
a sound system in every room, that can play 
several different choices at once? And if you’ve 
enhanced your property’s space with Dakea 
Roof Windows, our Electric Opener opens them 
remotely, and incorporates a rain sensor to close 
them at the first sign of bad weather. 

Just imagine the sort of rental premium you could command for that!

Better still, if you’re really pushing the boat out 
with a luxury rental property, much of this  
smart tech can be integrated into one control  
system incorporating a voice assistant such  
as Amazon’s Alexa, Apple’s Siri or Google’s 
Assistant. The Dakea Electric Opener can even be 
connected via the addition of a gateway module.

KEY TAKE OUTS
Adding Smart Technology to rental properties 
makes life easier for both tenants and landlords

Smart meters and thermostats help monitor  
and reduce energy usage and bills

Smart smoke and CO2 alarms and leak detectors 
allow quick response in an emergency, and help 
prevent major damage if the property’s unoccupied

Smart locks and security measures help  
keep the property safe and secure, especially  
if it’s unoccupied

Other landlord benefits include remote 
management, better preventative maintenance  
and potentially reduced insurance premiums

Tenants benefit from greater convenience,  
comfort, security and energy savings
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INTERESTED IN TRYING DAKEA PRODUCTS? 

Talk to the Dakea Team 
For more advice on which roof windows would be best 

for your project, talk to the expert Dakea team.

GET IN TOUCH NOW

ONE - Smart smoke and carbon monoxide alarms

TWO - Energy smart meter

THREE - Leak detectors

FOUR - Smart thermostat

FIVE - Smart locks

SIX - Smart Security

Potential considerations

Why stop there?

https://www.dakea.co.uk/
https://www.dakea.co.uk/products/roof-windows/azure-electric/
https://dakea.co.uk/on-the-house
http://dakea.co.uk/on-the-house
https://dakea.co.uk/try-dakea/
https://dakea.co.uk/try-dakea/
https://dakea.co.uk/contact/

